Administrative Offices

Memorandum Alaska Court System

820 W. 4th Ave., Anchorage, AK 99501
Phone: 264-8239 Fax: 264-8291

TO: Chief Justice Winfree
Justice Maassen
Justice Carney
Justice Borghesan
Justice Henderson

THROUGH: Stacey Marz, Administrative Director
Nancy Meade, General Counsel

FROM: Stacy Steinberg
Court Rules Attorney

DATE: November 22, 2022

SUBJ: SCO 1993: Criminal Rules 6 and 6.1 — Grand Jury (Investigative Role)
For Consideration at the November 29, 2022 Rules Conference

SCO 1993 (yellow) would clarify and set procedures for grand jury investigations.
The Supreme Court has been considering procedures for grand jury investigations
into public welfare or safety issues. The Court wanted input the Criminal Rules
Committee.

On November 8, | emailed to the Criminal Rules Committee members proposed
changes to Criminal’'Rules 6'and 6.1' Three members responded.

Judge Thomas Temple had substantive comments as well as punctuation changes.?
He expressed concern that the rule changes were important and serious changes of
a constitutional nature and should not be rushed through. He thought it would be
better to discuss the proposal in a committee meeting rather than by email.®> He
provided some suggested edits and posed some questions. He asked three

substantive questions:

! See Attachment A, Steinberg email to committee members dated November 8,
2022.

2 See Attachment D, Judge Temple comments dated November 10, 2022, with
proposed edits attached.

3 The next committee meeting is scheduled for December 16.
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101 Lacey Street
Fairbanks, Alaska
99701-4761

” Suprene Court
e =3 907) 452-9
State of Aluska T 5907; 452.923;

Via email

Tt

Dear Attorney Gen?( TaylokJ"

Thanks for briefly chatting with me this morning about establishing procedures for
grand jury investigations and reporting on matters concerning the public welfare or safety.
This seems to be an issue of some concern to both the Alaska Court System and the Department

of Law, and I appreciate your willingness to have your representatives meet with court system
representatives to seek common ground we might agree on for addressing the issue.

I understand _ - and Angie Kemp for the

Department of Law. I'm designating Administrative Director Stacey Marz and General
Counsel Nancy Meade for the Alaska Court System. Nancy Meade would be our contact
person for logistical set up, so I would appreciate you designating a logistical contact person
and having that person contact Nancy to get things moving.

Again, thanks. It’s always a pleasure to speak with you.

Sincerely,

cc:  Nancy Meade, General Counsel
Stacey Marz, Administrative Director
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MEMBERSHIP OF ALASKA SUPREME COURT ADVISORY COMMITTEES
Court Rules and Pattern Jury Instructions

Criminal Rules Committee

Judge ). Patrick Hanley, Chair

Judge William B. Carey lohn M. Murtagh
Samantha Cherot Gustaf Olson

Judge Jason Gist Trina Sears

Judge Bethany Harbison Sara Stanley

Robert Herz Judge Thomas I. Temple
Douglas Moody Taylor Winston

Stacy Steinberg, Court Rules Attorney
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